The guest living area has been

decorated vry simply, allowing
thir natural materials 1o stand
oiit. Red and yallow socents
raference the Catalan heritage

of the reglon Anne lives in

French
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A chance discovery led to a new
home and successful business
venture for Anne Guthrie




LIVING ABROAD

Anne has addad
alour 1o the ouldide
ttaire with poat plants

Four-bedroom
townhouse
Location
IHe-syr-Tat
Purchase price
E£45,500
Money spent
£200,000
What it's
worth now
£275,000

Fagpler The stone Greaplace
and tiled flaar in the living
room in Anne’s house are
both original features

ANNE GUTHRIE, 41, lives in a townhouse
in southern France, where she runs a
bed and breakfast business. Anne says:

For many years 1 led a tairly nomadic life. My family’s roots

Are ¥ land but | grew up in Kenya, and my work
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half an hour's drve from the sea and very close (o the
spanish border, While there, | wandered into a local estato
agents while | was wait ng for a shop to open. Years
before I'd had & dream thal had left me with & ver

mpression of a lovely howuse and in the estate agents shoy
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Ve A Birighitly calovursd
tabde runnes sddy & frisndhy
pel b the Large dinkrg

where guests gather

for commmurnal m

Is
Full-length windows dressed
wiith regl Curtalng craata

y dramatic look, meaning
the ream can be given a

mosre farmal air if needed

A disappointing mistake and the
house's true beauty revealed.
"Due to work commitments | had to

be away for three weeks while the house was being
worked on. | returned to find the builders hadn’t
followed the plans for the hallway, had fitted the
wrong woodwork and were preparing 10 pour concrate
over plectric cables and heating pipes

‘Once the partition walls had been demolished | was
able to see the original staircase properly for the first
time, and appréciate how truly beautiful the interior is.
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“I'm really happy with the
dining table. It's large,
spating 12 comtortably,
and is the centrépiece
of the dining roam. It's

a wonderful place for

everyone to gather to share
a meal and a glass of wine.”

WING ABROAD

Ledt in @ carner af Anne's
Bedrcom, three old wineg
containes create an

Interesting visual display

Feirtiir The stunning

wiooddn stinrcase o an
arkginal feature of the
guatt halts, twisting
i way charmingly up

through the three floors
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Ve Beautiful expanses of panals in the bathroom

the original stone walls contrasting well with the

have been untovered and white tile-veork and suite

then restored a% feature ind terracotta floor

® The nearest French airport is Perpignan, which is
15 minutes drive from Ille-sur-Tét
® Fly to Perpignan from London Stansted, Southampton
and Manchestor airports
® The French-Spanish border i just hall an hour's drive away,
and Narbonne and Barcelona are one to two hours' drive
_ A small booksho!f has # ||lp-gyr-Tit is between two mountain regions, making
I Baen cut o the wall
of this guest bedroom

it ideal for scenic hikes or bike tours
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@ Anne's B&B is El Pinyol d'Oliva: 10 Petite
Place de | Huile, llle-sur Tét, France.
Visit elpinyoldoliva.com for more details.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE "WHERE
TO BUY' PAGE AT BACK OF ISSUE
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